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Ye Are the Salt of The Earth…Ye Are the Light of The World

BE RELEVANT!
Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith shall it be salted?

It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under foot of men. 

Ye are the light of the world…Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
Mt. 5:13-16
In the familiar Sermon on the Mount, the Lord touched on His disciples’ practical relationship with His 
Father (your Father) and their world (earth, world).  Note the following features brought out:

Their Appointment: They were immediately Salt and they were intentionally Light to the community, society and the world at large. The “world” was included and intended because at the end of it all His commission to them would be “Go ye into all the world,” (Mk. 16:15) and “ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) However, their world for a start would embrace their neighbourhood, community and society they lived in.

Their Attributes: They were to be Salt to all those who came in contact with them. Salt to create thirst for the Gospel 
were entrusted with and Salt to preserve those around them from sinking into moral decay, and to expose the corruption 
and evils of the day. 

They were to be Light to drive away the darkness inherent with their world and to shine forth, illuminating the way for 
those in darkness to get out into the light.

Their Accreditation: As Salt they must not lose their quality of Savour – either to create thirst or to preserve – or else 
they would have lost their purpose for existence and should be discarded, even to be trampled under feet.
 As Light, they must Shine as a lighthouse on a hill to warn those from afar in the vast expanse of life of the precarious 
rocks nearby, or as that of a candle shedding light to those around in their little corner. Such light, be it one with beams reaching far or just that flickering light in a corner, must never be hidden or it would have lost its purpose for existence 
and might as well not be where it was. Their purpose as Light was to glorify their Father.

Their Application:   “Ye” in its plural form applies to all individually or corporately as a church. Each is salt and 
each is light and all are salt and light.

“Salt” and “Light” apply to the purpose for our existence to Savour and to Shine – to bring glory to the Father.

“Earth” and “World” apply to our world – our neighbourhood, our community and the society we are in.

“If” sends out a Call to be what we are and Challenges us to make a stand, not only to stand up but also to make it 
known, otherwise we have failed the purpose for which we are left in this world and should be discarded –to be cast 
out and trodden under foot of men. In short, we need to be relevant to our world.

Last month an elder in our assembly challenged the congregation to be Salt and Light to their new neighbourhood (the assembly has just moved to a new temporary location while waiting for their new building to be completed in 2011/2), the community they were in (be it their family of kith and kin, and friends), and the society (or country) they lived in. In a 
simple word, they must be RELEVANT to meet the needs around them.

We exist in our community all these years but are we relevant? Below are extracts from contemporary articles written 
by concerned Christians to examine this pertinent and relevant question.

This is an extract of a mail sent by one in the Brethren MOVEment brethren.movement@yahoo.com
“I have heard and read about the greatness of Jesus Christ, about how He took away the sin in the entire human race 
on the cross. I then heard, read and even met people who told me about His mighty name and the power it possesses in transforming people for the better; how drug addicts, convicts and alcoholics and violent people have been transformed into good, loving and responsible people through the anointing from His Holy Spirit…If I were to attend your church this coming Sunday, will I be able to find such anointed people with such Christlike abilities operating for His glory? Do your leaders and preachers have the ability to pass on this much talked about goodness and blessings of this Saviour to me, to my family and to all others who are in need through this mighty name? In other words can the leadership in your church in and through the name of his Jesus, fully pass on all or even part of the many goodness and greatness that is written in the Bible about Jesus and about what He can do in my moment of need?... Do you have one such person or persons in your church if I were to drop by this Sunday?” - a lonely crying soul, sick, tired and needing a divine drink

Elsewhere Thomas Lee Seng Hock wrote:

Salt is an element that can be used for preservation, and, as salt of the Earth, Christians are to play their role in preserving the truth of God on Earth. Salt is also used as a cleansing agent, and, hence, Christians must be cleansing agents in society, getting rid of the dirt in the immoral and corrupt political culture in the nation. Salt is also used for giving flavour to food. As such, Christians are to provide a distinctive taste of quality living to those who are lonely, sick, bed-ridden, old, poor, widowed, orphaned, abused and abandoned. Salt is also used for healing. It is therefore the mission of the Christians to bring about healing to those who are sick, not only physically, but spiritually. 
As the light of Christ, Christians must expose the evil, immoral and corrupt culture in society, especially in the area of politics. We are not to hide our light but to be visible, vigilant, vocal and vibrant in society, expressing and demonstrating our opposition to what is unrighteousness, unjust, unfair, immoral and corrupt. We cannot close an eye to the improper hanky-panky in the political arena. Of course, as a church, we need to be non-partisan in our political stand, but that does not mean we cannot make value judgment on the agenda and practices of any political party based on our understanding of the biblical teaching on truth, justice, honesty, equality and sins. We need to exercise our citizen role by examining, evaluating and critically analyzing the platforms and manifestos of the contending parties in an election before casting our votes. 

As the light of the World, we are like the beacon from a lighthouse guiding souls through the troubled waters of the sea and the storms of life. We cannot deviate on this responsibility. This is especially true of the pastors, elders and church leaders. They should lead by example, not diverge from the biblical injunctions in fear and trembling. 


From: http://www.malaysia-today.net/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=31935:the-church-and-society&catid=18:letterssurat&Itemid=100129
Recently this article appeared in the following website: http://www.themalaysianinsider.com/malaysia/article/malay-bible-row-as-sibu-vote-looms/
Malay bible row as Sibu vote looms.  By Neville Spykerman . May 14, 2010
KUALA LUMPUR, May 14 — The Bible Society of Malaysia is fighting to prevent the destruction by the federal government of 5,000 copies of “Al-Kitab: Berita Baik,” a Malay-language Christian bible…The BSM has appealed to the Home Ministry not to destroy the bibles, which were seized in Port Klang on March 20 last year, but it may already be too late.
Its president, Lee Min Choon, [elder of The Life Chapel, Ed] said the society was informed in a letter from the Home Ministry Publication Control and Al-Quran text department, dated March 3, 2010, that the bibles would be destroyed within 30 days. [For the full article visit the website given above.]

Are you or is your assembly the Salt of the Earth and the Light of the World? 

What is your Stand towards the views expressed? 

Are you Relevant? Is your assembly relevant?

Note: The above extracted views are not necessarily those of our assembly nor The ECHOS Committee.
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